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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114. including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 11-28- 
2005 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-3, 6-15, 18-20, 23-35, 36-38, 39-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Yasushi et al. (JP06-165173, hereinafter Yasushi) in view of 
Toshiaki (JP08-275132). 

Regarding claim 1, Yasushi discloses a video encoding/transmitting device (16, 
Drawing 2) for motion picture comprising: a medium encoding means (161, Drawing 2) 
for object encoding a complete video of a natural scene supplied from outside (for 
example camera 11, Drawing 2) a transmission stream composite means (42, Drawing 
3) for combining part or all of objects encoded by medium encoding means, with an 
object which is different from object of the video signal supplied from outside, and 
object-encoded and stored in the video encoding and transmitting device (46, Drawing 
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3) in advance, and stream transmitting means (41, Drawing 3) for transmitting video 
data combined by the transmission composite means (abstract; paragraphs: 0005 - 
0019; Drawings: 1-4). 

Regarding claim 18, Yasushi discloses a video receiving/decoding means for 
motion picture comprising: a stream receiving means (41, Drawing 3) for receiving 
object-encoded and complete video data, a received stream composition means (42, 
Drawing 3) for combining a part or all of objects in the video data received by the stream 
receiving means, with an object (reads on stored background image 46, Drawing 3) 
which is object-encoded in advance, and decoding means (161. Drawing 2) for 
decoding the video data combined by the received stream composite means (abstract; 
paragraphs: 0005-0019; Drawings: 1-4). 

Regarding claim 36, Yasushi discloses a video transmitting/receiving device for 
motion picture, comprising: a transmission processing unit having: a medium encoding 
means (161 , Drawing 2) for object encoding either or both of a complete video signal of 
a natural scene and an audio signal supplied from the outside, a transmission stream 
composite means (42/44. Drawing 3) for combining a part or all of objects encoded by 
the medium encoding means , with an object which is object-encoded and stored in the 
transmission processing unit in advance (46. Drawing 3), and the stream transmitting 
means for transmitting eiher or both of video data and audio data combined by the 
transmission stream composite means, and a reception processing means having a 
stream receiving means (41 . Drawing 3) for receiving either or both of natural and 
complete video data and audio data which are object encoded, a received stream 
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composite means (42/44. Drawing 3) for combining an object in either or both of the 
video data and audio data received by the stream receiving means, with an object which 
is object encoded in advance, and a medium decoding means (161, Drawing 2) for 
decoding either or both of the video data and audio data by the received stream 
composite means (abstract; paragraphs: 0005 - 0019; Drawings: 1-4). 

Yasushi differs from the claimed invention in that he does not teach video and 
audio processing carried out at one location in place of distributed processing. 

However, Toshiki disclose two way image transmission conversation system 
which teaches the following: video and audio processing carried out at one location 
(drawings: 1-2; abstract; paragraphs: 0008-0083). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Yasushi's system provide for the following: video and 
audio processing carried out at one location as this arrangement would facilitate 
implementation of audio and video processing at one location as taught by Toshiki, thus 
facilitating alternative implementation of the processing system. 

Claims 37 and 38 have limitations similar to claim 36 and they are rejected on the 
same basis as set forth in the rejection of claim 36. 

Regarding claims 2-3, 6-15, 19-20, 23-33, 39-43, Yasushi further teaches the 
following: stream storage means (46, Drawing 3) for storing objects which are encoded 
in advance, as a background, the transmission stream composite means (42, Drawing 
3) combines video data, which is output from stream storage means with video data 
encoded by the medium encoding means (161. Drawing 2), control means (15, Drawing 
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2) for controlling transmission means composite means in accordance with a 
communication destination, voice synthesizing means (44, Drawing 3) for synthesizing 
an audio signal supplied from outside with an audio signal which is obtained in advance 
(for example from storage 47. Drawing 3), wherein the stream transmitting means (41 , 
Drawing 3) transmits audio data corresponding to audio signal synthesized by the voice 
synthesizing means, together with video data, wherein transmission stream composite 
means combines audio data corresponding to the audio signal synthesized by the voice 
synthesizing means with video data, transmission stream composite means (42, 
Drawing 3) reads on object which is object-encoded in advance from the stream storage 
means (46, Drawing 3), audio data is output from the stream storage means (47, 
Drawing 3), stream storage means (46/47, Drawing 3) stores either or both video data 
and audio data, which are object-encoded in advance, voice synthesizing means (reads 
on 44, Drawing 3) for synthesizing an audio signal supplied from the outside with an 
audio signal which is obtained in advance, wherein the transmission stream composite 
means (42/44, Drawing 3) combines audio data corresponding to the audio signal 
synthesized by the voice synthesizing means, with video data obtained from the stream 
storage means (46, Drawing 3), control means (15, Drawing 2) selects an object from 
the stream storage means (46, Drawing 3), in which plurality of object-encoded objects 
are stored, according to communication destination/date/time, received stream 
composite means (42, Drawing 3) combines video data as a background, which is 
output from the stream storage means (46, Drawing 3), with the video data received by 
the stream receiving means, the received stream composite means combines an object 
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corresponding to a person part, which is received by the stream receiving means (41, 
Drawing 3), with an object corresponding to a background part, which is object encoded 
in advance, a control means for controlling the received stream composite means in 
response to a source (15, Drawing 2), stream receiving means (41, Drawing 3) receives 
audio data with the video data, and the video receiving/decoding means comprises 
voice synthesizing means (reads on 44, Drawing 3) for synthesizing an audio signal 
corresponding to the audio data received by stream receiving means, with an audio 
signal which is obtained in advance, video receiving decoding device further comprises 
a voice synthesizing means for synthesizing an audio signal received from the stream 
receiving means (41, Drawing 3) with an audio signal which is obtained in advance, the 
received stream composite means (42/44, Drawing 3) combines audio data 
corresponding to the audio signal synthesized by voice synthesizing means (reads on 
44, Drawing 3) with audio data, received stream composite means (42, Drawing 3) 
reads on object which is object-encoded in advance , from stream storage means (46, 
Drawing 3), audio data is output from the stream storage means (47, Drawing 3), 
stream storage means (46/47, Drawing 3) stores either or both video data and audio 
data, which is object encoded in advance, video receiving/decoding device (41 , 
Drawing 3) further comprises a voice synthesizing means (reads on 44, Drawing 3) for 
synthesizing an audio signal received from the stream receiving means with an audio 
signal which is obtained in advance, the received stream composite means (42/44, 
Drawing 3) combines audio data corresponding to the audio signal synthesized by the 
voice synthesizing means (reads on 44, Drawing 3) with the video data which is output 
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from the stream storage means (46, Drawing 3), accumulates the combined audio data 
and video data in a stream storage means, control means (15, Drawing 2) selects an 
object output from the stream storage means (46, Drawing 2), in which plurality of object 
encoded objects are stored, according to communication destination, transmission 
stream composite means (42, Drawing 3) further includes means for supplying a part of 
the objects encoded, all of the objects encoded or the combined video data to a stream 
transmitting means (41, Drawing 3), the stream transmitting means transmitting 
supplied video data by the transmission stream composite means, the received stream 
composite means (42, Drawing 3) further includes means for supplying a part of the 
object encoded, all of the object encoded, or the combined video data to a medium 
decoding means (161, Drawing 2) decodes the video data supplied from the received 
stream composite means (abstract; paragraphs: 0005-0019; Drawings: 1-4). 
3. Claims 16-17, 34-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yasushi in view of Toshiaki as applied to claims 1,18 above, and further in view of 
Aharoni et al. (US PAT: 6,014,694. hereinafter Aharoni). 

The combination differs from claims 16-17 and 34-35 in that it does not teach the 
following: video data and audio data encoded by means of MPEG-4. 

However, Aharoni discloses system for adaptive video/audio transport over a 
network which teaches the following: video data and audio data encoded by means of 
MPEG-4 (fig. 1. col. 6 lines 46-60). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the combination to provide for the following: video data 
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and audio data encoded by means of MPEG-4 as this arrangement would enable 
encoding audio and video by well known standard compression standard as is well 
known in the art and as taught by Aharoni. 

Response to Arguments 
4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3, 6-20, 23-43 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melur Ramakrishnaiah whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-8098. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 Hr schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Curt Kuntz can be reached on (571) 272-7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Melur Ramakrishnaiah 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2643 




